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World Museum, at the Nobel Peace Center, Oslo, Norway, June 5th, 2007
― International Photography Awards NYC, Best in Show 2007
― United Nation, NYC, “On Thin Ice” Norwegian Ice Bridge, December 2007-February 2008
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2008 Prix Pictet
― Shortlist finalist--nominated by a “global nominations panel of 49 leading experts in the visual 

arts, from six continents” which “made over 200 nominations from 43 countries” from which 
the seven judges have short listed 18 photographers "who have produced works that are of 
outstanding artistic merit and communicate messages of urgent global significance."

2009 International Photography Awards (IPA)
― 3rd Place—Professional Book Category: Nature (Antarctica: A Call To Action)
― 3rd Place—Professional Fine Art: Nature (The Vanishing Arctic)
2010 Photography Masters Cup—International Color Awards
― 3rd Place—Honor of Distinction: Nature 
2011 Veolia Environment Wildlife  Photographer of the Year
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2011 Px3 Prix de la Photographie Paris
― Gold Award – Professional Press Nature/Environmental Category “The Vanishing North”
2012 Epson Pano Awards
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2014 PX3 Awards
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2015 Windland Smith Rice International Awards
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― Honorary Spider Fellow for “Nominee in Fine Art”
2016 PX3 Awards
― Silver Award – Nature Category
2016 Tokyo International Photography Awards
― Photographer of the Year
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2007 International Photography Awards (IPA)
― Professional Photographer of the Year—Book Category Antarctica: The Global Warning

2009 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Awards -- Silver Award- Antarctica: A Call To Action

2009 Book Expo America  -- Silver Award—Environmental Books: Antarctica—A Call To Action

2009 Nautilus Awards  -- Silver Award -- Antarctica: A Call To Action

2015 International Book Awards – 2nd Place Book Category—Arctica: The Vanishing North

2016 ITB Book -- Awards Best Travel Book—Arctica: The Vanishing North 

2016 Global Arctic Awards – Best Book Arctica: The Vanishing North

2016 Tokyo International Photography Awards – Best Book Arctica: The Vanishing North

COMMERCIAL FILM AWARDS:
― Gold Award, Houston 1994 WorldFest  
― Gold Award, 1994 Charleston International Film Festival
― Silver Award, 1995 St. Sebastian Film Festival
― Cannes International Commercials 1994 Festival, short list

PERSONAL DISTINCTIONS
― 2005 Certificate of Honor for Public Service from the City of Los Angeles
― 2008 German GQ Man Of The Year—Engagement
― 2009 Commendation for Public Service from the City of West Hollywood
― 2009 Global Green—Founders Award
― 2010 Gala Award Germany – Environmental Stewardship
― 2013 Epic TV –Finalist for Adventurer of the Year Award 



― 2014 Green Good Design Award --The Chicago Athenaeum Museum of Architecture & 
Design

― 2015 Named one of the World’s Top Fifty Adventurers by Men’s Journal magazine
― 2016 International Eckart Witzigmann & BMW Award -- Responsible Engagement

FILM AWARDS & DINSTINCTIONS
Into The Cold 
2009 Los Angeles Reel Film Festival

Best Director
Best Voice Over
2nd Place Feature Documentary

2010 Indie Sprit Film Festival
Best Sport/Adventure Documentary

2010 Tribeca Film Festival
Official Selection Documentary

2010 Cinema For Peace – Jury Special Prize 
2011 Victoria Film Festival 

Selection Officielle Documentary
2011 Environmental Film Festival

Official Selection
2011 Blue Planet Film Festival
             Official Selection
2012 Action on Film

Official Selection
2013 Explorers Club Arctic Festival

Official Selection
2013 Video Librarian

Best Documentaries List for 2013

Across The Ice
2015 Vancouver International Mountain Film Festival 

 Finalist
2015 New Zealand Film Festival

Finalist
2015 Banff Mountain Film Festival

Finalist
2015 Action on Film

Finalist
2015 Explorers Club Film Festival

Official Selection
2015 Torello Int’l Mountain Film Festival

Finalist
2016 Dutch Mountain Film Festival

Finalist
2016 SHAFT Film Festival

Official Selection



CURRENT PROJECTS
- 2016-17 Fire & Ice : Two expeditions involving Crossing the Simpson, 520 km of the 

world’s largest parallel sand dune desert and Australia’s driest land; in preparation for 
The Last Great March—a two-men 800km unsupported ski to the North Pole from Ward 
Hunt Island in Northern Canada and what is considered the toughest expedition on the 
planet to support climate research and incite action on climate change. (Training in the 
Arctic will begin in April 2016). Both without support and filmed for a six parts Red 
Bull-produced mini series.

- 2017 Start editing of The Antarctica Legacy Crossing a feature documentary chronicling 
the record setting 4,000 km crossing of the Antarctica Continent on the centenary of the 
South Pole

- 2018 Re-publishing of Sebastian’s best selling title Antarctica: The Global Warning with 
updated texts and new images with teNeues Publishing.

- 2018 Gates of the Luxembourg, in Paris. A large outdoor exhibit titled From Pole to Pole
—The Call of the Ice commissioned by the French Senate, featuring 80 large-scale 
images. The show’s four months duration is visited by up to 3.5 million people.

- 2019  Development  of  Ice: The 5th Element©:  a  traveling  “edutainment”  exhibition  on 
climate change. Housed in an itinerant building made to emulate an iceberg, the show is 
an interactive, immersive platform on everything to do with ice, from its beauty to its 
geopolitical relevance. An iceberg comes to your town to tell its story. This global event 
is designed to travel the G20 cities over the next 10 years.

Part of the CLIMATE INITIATIVES Polar Expeditions (partial)
― South: 

o 2006&2007 Antarctica two seasons aboard a scientific Icebreaker
o 2011-2012 Antarctica 4100km crossing Amundsen-Scott Centennial 1911-2011 

(Nov ‘11Feb ‘12)
― North: 

o 2005-2008-2010, Pax Arctica Initiative Young Ambassadors of the Arctic
o 2009 North Pole Expedition on foot for the Peary Centennial 1909/2009
o 2010 Greenland 2300 km Crossing on skis and kites
o 2017 North Pole Un-Supported mission to the geographic North Pole 

Book & documentary released out of these productions

“Thus far Sebastian has captured thousands of breathtaking photographs of the endangered arctic 
region, including close encounters with charging polar bears, eye-witness accounts of massive ice 
shelf loss, various regional wildlife but mostly images—at once surreal, haunting and majestic as 
is his style—of this native landscape at risk. Sebastian’s expeditions have fed research on high 
stakes issues: climate, mineral resources, transportations, culture and biodiversity. His collected 
experiences from these trips will inform the written portion of this next published work.” -- 
Environmental Journals

SUMMMARY OF KEY POINTS

― Polar Explorer and Extreme Athlete (World Record Holder)
― Award-winning Professional Photographer
― Award-winning Commercials Director
― Award-winning Documentary Film maker



― Environmental Advocate – Writer & Public Speaker: Leading force behind the intersection of 
environmental issues and celebrity activism (Member, Board of Directors Member of NGO 
Global Green USA, which has been supported by such environmental A-listers as Salma 
Hayek, Leonardo DiCaprio and Mark Ruffalo.) 

― Author: ANTARCTICA: A Global Warning (Palace Press 2007)
∼ Foreword by Mikhail Gorbachev, Introduction by Leonardo diCaprio
∼ Bestseller: 5th printing within 6 months of publication (Oct. 2007)
∼ Translated and sold in six international markets including the prestigious Rolf 

Heyne (Germany) as well as film Director Luc Besson’s emerging imprint 
Intervista in Paris.

∼ Lectures @ UN, the George Eastman House, World Affairs Council, Google, 
Apple,  HP,General Assembly on climate in New Orleans in front of President 
Gorbachev, etc.

∼ Work’s been featured on Larry King Live (30 min. segment)
∼ Hosted the European Hour of Al Gore’s 2013 Climate Reality Project

― 2nd Monogram -  ANTARCTICA: A Call to Action 
--- Essay by Orlando Bloom  (Palace Press 2008)

― 3rd Monogram – ARCTICA: The Vanishing North (teNeues 2015)
      --- Foreword by Sir Richard Branson

E N D O R S E M E N T S    
    

    “...Antarctica: The Global Warning - what a terrific reminder of what’s really at stake and 
why we can’t give up before we get the job done!” 

- US Secretary of State, John Kerry 

  “Extraordinary…a brilliant book…a brilliant photographer”                      
   ---  Larry King

“Sebastian Copeland’s stunning photographs are a stark reminder of what we stand 
to lose. He has ventured to the bottom of the world and returned with a message that 
we cannot afford to ignore.”  
      – Sting
 
“I admire and applaud [Sebastian’s] photojournalistic contribution in this book. I 
am, of course, in complete support, as I am of any person willing to put forth energy 
on this tipping point in the future of our planet.” – Robert Redford, 
actor, environmentalist

“Sebastian’s superb photography transports us on a unique journey to this 
extraordinary and remote continent. His work, personal commitment and passionate 
expression remind us, in an intimate way, that the ice is as fragile as we are.” 

—  Salma Hayek, Film Actor and Producer



"A book of haunting beauty, Antarctica lures us with its images and compels us with 
its words. It's a powerful call to action to combat global warming. Sebastian 
Copeland's photography, combined with the insights of luminaries and environmental 
experts, makes a case that is both exquisite to look at and impossible to ignore."    —  
Arianna Huffington, Political Commentator

“Copeland’s perceptive and impassioned celebration of Antarctica resonates as much 
to the South as it does to the North. I sense his remarkable work will further guide the 
global community to better understand the challenges of this loving place we call 
home.” 
          —  Sheila Watt Cloutier, International Chair for the Inuit Circumpolar 
Conference

       “Sebastian Copeland is a magician!”  — Eric Bazin—Founder of Planet Workshops
“Copeland’s Antarctica is a powerful blend of stunning images, experts’ opinions and 
crucial facts pointing us toward one conclusion – losing Antarctica to global 
warming not only means a loss of countless species and tremendous biodiversity, it 
means a loss of humanity. Heed the call – see this book.”

— Matt Petersen, Los Angeles Chief Sustainability Officer   

 “When my eyes looked upon this a series of photographs—vast stretches of empty 
polar landscapes, icy        white, with pockets of deep blue—I started to feel cooler 
and calmer. The display of Sebastian Copeland’s work, from his book “Antarctica: 
The Global Warning,” made me admire the integrity of individuals who are trying to 
raise awareness of threats to the environment”.

  — Suzy Menkes, New York Times, Sunday Magazine
“Sebastian Copeland has a deep and caring knowledge of the issues he speaks so eloquently 
about.  He expertly puts global warming in an historical context, giving examples of failed 
empires throughout history that lacked foresight about unsustainable expansion. Sebastian’s 
passion, commitment for the planet combined with his stunning and breathtaking 
imagery hold us captive and stimulate both empathy and a desire for action.”                 

— Ann Philbin—Director of the Hammer Museum
"Sebastian Copeland’s passion for the polar regions and his deep concern for their fate is 
infectious. The crowd loved it. His engaging presentation, blending his extraordinary 
photographs, high adventure and current science was one of the best I have seen. Solid and 
moving. We could not be happier" – Glen MacDonald UC Presidential Chair&Director 
UCLA Institute of Environment and Sustainability

      “[Sebastian Copeland]…one of the more articulate voices urging action on climate 
change.” — Steve Casimiro—Adventure 
Journal (Dec 2010)

 “The stunning photos in this book show a frozen landscape with a scale and light that tell the 
tale of an otherworldly place that is fast slipping away” — Leonardo DiCaprio, Actor
“Sebastian’s haunting images are not only smart and stylish, they remind us of the 
need to protect our environment before it’s too late.” – Greg Gorman, 
Photographer
“To be that cold, and walk for that long, and document that level of environmental change… 
and then be able to relate that type of experience to an audience like you’re just connecting 



with them over a cup of coffee? Awe-Inspiring. Or to put it into 2014-speak… 
#aweinspiring.” — 
Michelle Fields—Director, The Annenberg Space for Photography
“A body of work that is unprecedented in its scope and intimacy of one of the most barren 

regions on Earth.”        — Men’s Journal October 2015 (re: Arctica: 
The Vanishing North)

 “Copeland’s book is something special, a photographic essay of great power and passion, 
whose images start to melt into each other and finally seep into your dreams.” 

— UK Daily Mail November 27, 2015 
(re: Arctica: The Vanishing North)


