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making tracks:
Sebastian Copeland
(right) and Eric
McNair-Landry in
Greenland in 2009.

into the silence: the
great war, mallory, and
the conquest of everest
By wade davis
(alfred a. knopf, $35)

eating dirt: Deep
forests, big timber,
and life with the
tree-planting tribe
By charlotte gill
(Greystone Books, $22.95)

Having worked as a tree
planter across Canada
for nearly two decades,
Charlotte Gill is perhaps the
perfect person to be writing
about one of this country’s
most interesting subcultures—the world of tree
planting. An award-winning
author, Gill also celebrates
the value of our forests and
examines the challenges facing them today.
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race you to the bottom

Pole. From there they’ll follow a
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unknowns of the Pole of Inaccessibility to South Pole leg that are
Leave it to Eric McNair-Landry
most alluring. “There’s a childto take the Canadian snowbird
Novo
like excitement of venturing
tradition of going south for
into a place where no one
the winter to the extreme.
EAST
has been before. That’s at
Fresh off completing a harA N TA R C T I C A
the high end of any advenrowing, 3,300-kilometre
Point of
Hercules Inlet
Inaccessibility
turer’s bucket list,” he
transit of the Northwest
South Pole
WEST
says. “Kites give us untold
Passage by kite-ski with
A N TA R C T I C A
advantages over Scott and
his sister, Sarah, last
Amundsen, but the big chalspring, the 27-year-old
lenge will be a lack of wind
Iqaluit-based polar guide
in some areas. Pulling sleds
set off on a three-month
0
1000 km
isn’t fun and we won’t be able
crossing of Antarctica in late
to sit and wait for the wind.”
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This exhaustively researched
book from one of Canada’s
best-known explorers provides a fascinating account
of the first three British
attempts on the world’s highest mountain. While George
Mallory may have become a
legend, Davis highlights the
important roles played by
other members of the expeditions, such as Oliver Wheeler,
the Canadian surveyor on the
1921 team, whom Mallory
treated with disdain.

